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MEDIA RELEASE 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE          MR#  2018032 

DATE: 04 May 2018   

RE: Amherst, police union sign contract 

AMHERST, Nova Scotia – A five-year contract between the Town of Amherst and the Atlantic 
Police Association Local 104 was signed by both parties on May 1, officially ending four years of 
contract negotiations between the town and its unionized police officers. 

The arbitrated contract gives 
Amherst’s 22 unionized police officers 
and two administrative staff, a 14.52 
per cent raise over five years, when 
compounding is considered. The new 
contract is retroactive to April 1, 2014. 

The union members were given a 2.5 
per cent raise in year one of the 
agreement, 2.75 per cent increases in 
years two, three and four and a three 
per cent raise in year five.  

The previous contract expired on 
March 31, 2014. Bargaining with the 
police union began in April 2015. While some agreement was reached, no monetary issues 
were resolved. The matter went to conciliation in May 2016, but that too failed when the parties 
couldn’t reach an agreement on salaries. 

The matter was then sent to arbitration. A hearing was held before arbitrator Bruce Outhouse in 
November 2016. Outhouse released his decision on Jan. 17, 2018. Council ratified the deal on 
April 30. 

The arbitrated contract puts the salaries of first-class constables in Amherst in the same 
ballpark as those in Truro, Bridgewater and New Glasgow. 

Representatives of the Town of Amherst and the Atlantic Police 
Association Local 104 signed a five-year contract on May 1. 

http://www.amherst.ca/
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Truro’s contract expires on March 31, 2018, but the Bridgewater and New Glasgow contracts 
end, as does the new Amherst contract, on March 31, 2019. In the last year of the contracts, a 
first-class constable in Bridgewater will make $89,195, in New Glasgow $86,627 and in Amherst 
$88,118.   
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Direct Inquiries to: 
Tom McCoag 
Corporate Communications Officer 
902-694-6265 
tmccoag@amherst.ca 
Amherst.ca 
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