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AMHERST, Nova Scotia — Amherst’s sea cadet corps has benefited from the inaugural ‘A’
Fresh Start Community Initiative.

On Jan. 15, the cadet corps received a $102 cheque from the Town of Amherst, money that
was raised from those who
purchased ballots for $2 during last
October’s event that was organized
by the town to encourage
organizations or individuals to
develop new events or enhance
existing ones.

“From the beginning, it was council’s
intention to donate the money raised
via the purchase of the ballots to a
worthwhile organization within the
town,” Mayor David Kogon said, after
presenting the cheque to Master

Seamen Jessie LeBlanc and Mayor David Kogon presents a cheque to Master Seamen Jessie
Samantha Aylward, members of 258  eBlanc and Samantha Aylward, members of 258 RCSCC Amherst.
Royal Canadian Sea Cadet Corps The local cadet corps was selected by council to receive the funds
Amherst. raised through the purchase of ballots during the inaugural ‘A’

. ] Fresh Start Community Initiative event that was held last
Council selected the sea cadets

because the corps provides exciting
opportunities for our town’s youth through the training they offer and because 2018 was the
100" anniversary of sea cadets in Canada. The corps, like many other organizations in town,

October. (Tom McCoag / Town of Amherst)

98 Victoria Street East, P.O. Box 516, Amherst, Nova Scotia, Canada B4H 4A1 Phone: (902) 667 - 3352 Fax: (902) 667~ 5409
amherst.ca



http://www.amherst.ca/

helps make Amherst a great place to live, work and play.”
Navy Lt. Helen Triff, the cadet corps’ commanding officer, welcomed the donation.

“We strive to provide a stimulating program for youth between the ages of 12 and 18 that
develops the attributes of good citizenship and leadership, promotes physical fithess and
stimulates an interest in the Canadian Forces,” Triff said. “This donation will help us in our
efforts to reach those goals.”

Three organizations vied for ‘A’ Fresh Start Initiative grants during last October’s event. The
Ambherst Heritage Trust, the Valentine Run Committee and the Sexual Health Centre for
Cumberland County made presentations to members of the community who attend the event.
Those who were 16 years old or older and purchased a $2 ballot then voted in order to
determine the rankings of the presentations.

In the end, all three organizations received ‘A’ Fresh Start Initiative grants. The trust used theirs
to hold an Evening of Art and War at the Amherst Armoury last November. The run committee is
using their funding to add a one-kilometre run to their annual event that will be aimed
exclusively at students in grades 4-6. The run is scheduled for Feb. 16. The Sexual Health
Centre is using their grant to hold a youth engagement forum that will facilitate broader
awareness of sexual health outcomes among the area’s youth.

Planning for the next ‘A’ Fresh Start Initiative is currently underway. Details will be released at a
later date.
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