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59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

When giving Notice of motion to rescind, the member shall provide a brief explanation of the reason
for the Notice.

A Notice of motion to rescind shall be dealt with at the next meeting of the Council.

At such meeting, the giver of such Notice, or in the absence of the giver, any other member on the
giver's behalf shall move the motion to rescind and shall briefly state the reasons therefore.

If the motion to rescinded is seconded the same becomes subject to debate according to the normal
rules except that it may not be amended.

A motion to rescind requires the same vote as was required for the resolution which is subject to
rescission. That is, if the resolution subject to rescission required a majority vote of Council the
motion to rescind such resolution shall require a majority vote of Council.

Points of Order

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

It shall be the duty of the Chair, and the privilege of any Council Member, to call any Council
Member to order, who violates any established rule or order. A point of order must be decided
before the subject under consideration is proceeded with.

When a Council Member is called to order, the Council Member shall remain seated and silent until
the point is determined, until called upon by the Chair to be heard on the point of order.

A point of order is not debatable amongst other Council Members, unless the Chair invites
discussion in an effort to assist in making a ruling. Where the Chair permits discussion of a point of
order, no Council Member shall speak more than once.

Decisions of the Chair on points of order or procedure, including an order expelling and excluding a
person from the Council Chambers pursuant to sections 65 and 66, are not debatable but are
appealable to Council by any Council Member. When an appeal is made from the decision of the
Chair, the Chair shall simply put the question, “Shall the decision of the Chair be sustained?”

No Council Member shall use offensive or unparliamentary language or speak disrespectfully to or
about anyone while in Council, or speak outside the parameters of the question in debate.

If a Council Member resists the rules of Council, willfully obstructs the business of Council or
disobeys the decision of the Chair, or of Council on appeal, on any question of order or practice or
upon the interpretation of the rules of Council after being callied to order by the Chair or otherwise
disrupts the proceedings of council, the Council Member may be ordered by the Chair to leave the
Council Member's seat provided that a majority vote of Council shall be required to sustain the
expulsion.

If the Council Member refuses to leave the Council Member's seat, the Chair may order the Council
Member to be expelled and excluded from the Council Chambers.
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71. Such Council Member may, by vote of Council, later in the meeting or at a subsequent meeting be
permitted to re-enter Council Chambers and to resume participation in Council’s business with or
without conditions.

72. Persons who are not Council Members of officers or employees of the Town of Amherst shall
observe silence and order in the Council Chambers, uniess given permission to speak. Any such
persons disturbing the proceedings of Council shall be called to order by the Chair, and, if they fail to
comply, shall be ordered by the Chair to be expelled and excluded from the Council Chambers,
provided that a majority vote of Council shall be required to sustain the expulsion.

73. Such member of the public may, by vote of Council, later in the meeting or at a subsequent meeting,
be permitted to re-enter Council Chambers with or without conditions.

74. An order of the Chair to expel a person from the Council Chambers pursuant to section 68 of this
Policy constitutes a direction from the Town of Amherst to leave the premises for purposes of the
Protection of Property Act and other applicable laws.

75. If any question arises that is not provided for by applicable legislation or the foregoing rules, it shall
be decided according to the ruling of the Chair, having regard to general principles of parliamentary
procedure to the best of the Chair’s ability but the Chair shall not be expected to conform its
decisions with parliamentary procedure texts or precedents.

76. Any of the rules of order may be suspended in its operation by the unanimous consent of the Council
Members present.

Presentations to Council

77. Persons wishing to make a presentation to Council shall write at least one week in advance of the
next Committee of the Whole meeting to the CAO or the Clerk outlining their issue and the decision
they wish Council to consider, and request to make a presentation.

78. The request will be approved by the Mayor, with the provision that, at their discretion, they may
submit the request to Committee of the Whole for approval. If required, the request will be added to
the next Committee of the Whole agenda to be approved.

79. If required, Committee of the Whole will discuss the matter when it appears on the agenda, and will
determine if they wish to have the presentation at a future meeting.

80. If the request is approved, the CAO or the Clerk shall advise the person or group requesting to make
a presentation of the decision, the date and time of the presentation.

81. Presentations shall be limited to 15 minutes, unless Committee of the Whole determines a longer
period of time is needed.
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82. When a delegation is recognized and offered an opportunity to speak, the Mayor or Chairperson of
the meeting will request the spokesperson to come forward from the gallery to present. Only one
person shall be permitted to speak.

83. No debate or decision on the presentation will occur during the meeting in which the presentation is
made, unless the item was previously an agenda item for that meeting.

Petitions

84. Persons wishing to present a petition to Council shall file a copy of the petition with the CAO before
12:00 noon on the Wednesday prior to the meeting of Council at which it is proposed to be
presented.

85. The CAO shall circulate a copy of any such petition to each member of Council before the meeting at
which it is proposed to be presented.

86. The body of the petition itself, excluding the list of names, shall, if determined by the Chairperson to
be practical, be read by the CAO on behalf of the group supporting the petition.

87. No petition shall be presented which Council determines to contain impertinent or improper matter.
88. No persons shall be permitted to speak, whether supporting or opposing the petition, unless the

petition comes up for discussion which shall be at the next regular meeting of Council unless Council
decides according to the rules to hold a special meeting of Council for that purpose.
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ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Mayor/Council/CAQ/ Adhere to the Policy

Committee Members - !

Municipal Clerk | Review the Policy as neceSsary to ensure content is relevant and accurate ]

For Administrative Use Only:

VERSION LOG

Remove date and time of when Clerk, LeBlanc Council April 24, 2023
| public hearings will be held,
add Territorial
Acknowledgement to the
Committee of the Whole ; l
agenda, remove the |
requirement to end Committee | :
of the Whole meetings at I !
6:00pm if unanimously agreed
to by Council, remove the ,
| requirement to raise a hand to | i 1
be recognized by the Chair, and ’ l

remove the definition of
______committee, = = N_. |
To remove the requirement to Clerk, LeBlanc Council November 27, 2023
approve minutes, to have a
| motion to adjourn a meeting,
| change reference of in camera
to closed session . SR
Include provision that the | Clerk, LeBlanc ‘ Council April 22, 2024
Mayor, or designate can '

| approve a request to present to
Council.
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