
May 26, 2017– Weekly Amherst Recreation Department Update 

 #seewhyweloveit  
What’s up Rec? 

At the regular council meeting Tuesday night Council was pleased to present a business-friendly budget, 
reflecting a two cent reduction in the commercial tax rate from $4.45 to $4.43 per $100 of assessment. 
Council also held the Town’s current residential tax rate at $1.63 per $100 of assessment. The budget 
recognizes and resources Council’s 2017 strategic plan, which was released in March 2017and available 
online. Additional highlights of the budget include 

 A $17,580,588 general operating budget 

 A $ 5,756,714 general capital budget 

 $63,950 in community support grants (an event for Council to present the grant cheques will be 
scheduled in June) 

 An increase in both the income thresholds and credits available to low and fixed income home 
owners on their property taxes 

 Holding the Sewer Rates and Wastewater Treatment Facility Uniform Charges same as prior year 

 Six additional weekly organic pick-ups for the summer months at no additional cost to residents  

 Removal of the household internet reimbursement for members of Council  

Council was also pleased to present a plaque of appreciation to Barb Bowes on behalf of  property 
owner Kim Maddison for the partnership formed this past winter  with ‘A’ Place to Play Outdoor Skating 
Rink to encourage active, healthy lifestyles and recreational fun!  Ten employees were also recognized 
for their milestones totaling over 280 years of service with the Town of Amherst.  Employees recognized 
on Tuesday were David Gautreau (40 Years), Darrell Gautreau (40 Years), Larry Lines (40 Years), Lonnie 
Melanson (40 Years), Ron Curtis (40 Years), Ray Gouchie (30 Years), Paul Hawkes (20 Years), John 
Michels (10 Years), Shawn Canton (10 Years), and Chris Jobe (10 Years) – congratulations! 13-year old 
Charlotte Babineau also started the meeting by singing the national anthem and AYTC Councillor Justin 
Bennett presented the monthly report to Council. Budget documents and Tuesday’s presentations, 
special guests and highlights are available on amherst.ca. 

From May 24th -June 4th we are celebrating Pride Celebration Week in Amherst! This past Wednesday a 

great crowd of supporters attended the Amherst Rainbow Flag Raising Ceremony and now we’re excited 

to continue the celebration with Cumberland’s first Pride Parade Saturday, June 3rd in Victoria Square at 

2pm. The parade will travel the Big Block Walk, celebrating pride and diversity, followed by community 

vendors and entertainment in Victoria Square.  

Don’t forget to drop by the YMCA this weekend as Amherst Youth Town Council (AYTC) is hosting “150 

Minutes of Fun” in honour of Canada’s 150th anniversary. Youth of all ages are encouraged to join AYTC 

in an afternoon of free activities.  For more details on the event and to stay up to date, follow 

@AmherstYouth on Facebook. A couple additional events to keep in mind is the free Walkability 

Workshop, Amherst’s Draft Active Transportation Plan Public Meeting and National Aboriginal Day. 

Most community events are free and a great way to help Amherst in its goal of being the most active, 

healthy community in Nova Scotia! 

Learn what else is happening around the community by visiting amherst.ca and following our Facebook 

page. If you have questions, community events and information to share, email 



amherstrecreation@amherst.ca or call 902-667-6500. Here is a taste of what’s coming up around 

Amherst: 

 Amherst Market & Café presents Brian & Friends  

 Pickleball for South Africa Tournament 

 Kids Garden Centre Event 

 Squadron 75th Annual Ceremonial Review 

 Cumberland Cheer Athletics Registration  
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