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Community: Amherst,
Province: Nova Scotia
Category:

Tidiness

126.00

/

150.00

Environmental Action

102.00

/

150.00

Heritage Conservation

111.00

/

150.00

Urban Forestry

132.00

/

175.00

Landscape

147.00

/

200.00

Floral Displays

134.00

/

175.00

752.00

/

1000.00

Total
Percentage :

75.2%

Bloom rating:

4 Blooms

Bloom rating: Up to 55%: 1 bloom. 56% to 63%: 2 blooms. 64% to 72%: 3 blooms 73% to 81%: 4 blooms. >82%: 5 blooms.
National and International Edition, for evaluated communities only.
82 to 83.9%: 5 Blooms. 84 to 86.9%: 5 Blooms (Bronze). 87 to 89.9%: 5 Blooms (Silver). 90% and over: 5 Blooms (Gold).
‐ A community does not have to be entered in a competitive category, but will need to be evaluated.

Mention:

Heritage Conservation and Urban Forestry

Representative (s) of Community
Name:

Chelsea Baird

Function:

Town Horticulturalist

Name:

Bill Schurman

Function:

Director of Recreation

Name:

Karen Cormier

Function:

Dayle’s Grand Market

Name:

Judith Cabrita

Name:

Evaluation
date:

September 13, 2018

Judges
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2018 Evaluation Form‐
IMPORTANT NOTES:
Evaluation is adjusted to the climate and environmental conditions of the community.
Some aspects of the evaluation might not be applicable: scoring will be prorated.
The score will vary from the previous year based on the facts that the evaluation form is subject to modifications
each year and that the evaluation is based on the perception of the current judges.

SECTORS OF EVALUATION
Municipal:
‐

Municipal properties, parks and green spaces, streets, streetscapes

‐

Properties owned and run by municipality such as museums, historical sites

Business and Institutions:
Properties owned and managed by
‐

Business: commercial sector, shopping centres, commercial streets, industrial parks, manufacturing plants

‐

Institutions: schools, universities, churches, hospitals, service and community organization buildings (such as YMCA,
Legion), private museums, government and Crown corporations buildings (such as Canada Post)

‐

Tourism bureaus and Chamber of Commerce offices

‐

Farms: in rural communities, farms can be considered in this section

Residential:
‐

Citizens and citizen groups acting within their own properties

‐

Residential property owners, rate payer groups

Community Involvement:
The principle of community involvement is so fundamental to the program that it is considered in each segment of the
evaluation.
-

Individuals, community organizations and citizen groups – all contributing to various aspects of community
improvement, including municipal spaces maintained through the efforts of volunteers and community

-

Organized clubs such as horticultural societies, garden clubs, community associations

-

Service clubs such as Rotary, Lions, Optimist

-

Participation (financial and/or in‐kind or employee participation) by the municipality, businesses and institutions.
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GENERAL COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS
First of all, a sincere thank you and appreciation of the planning for the Judge’s visit to Amherst.
The accommodation and cuisine at the Apothic Inn was spectacular and the Agenda for the Day
interesting and enjoyable. Very special thanks to Bill Schurman and Chelsea Baird for all the details
and chauffeuring, plus the note and notables in the Amherst Bag on my departure. .
Amherst is a very attractive town and as the first urban area for visitor vehicular traffic and as
one of only two land entrances, it represents Nova Scotia well and is a great entranceway and
introduction to the province. There is a Border Enhancement Committee – a county/town effort to
improve the La Planche Street entry.
It is a walkable, bikeable community with an excellent “Share the Road” program clearly
delivering the message out that safety is a collective responsibility.
There is a new wall mural in progress recognizing the Nova Scotia Highlanders that will be in
place in Victoria Square for November 11th ceremonies
The amount of green space in Amherst is considerable and the improving condition of the Parks
and the planned enhancement is the result of having a dedicated horticulturalist.
Pride of place was notable and apparent in everyone met during the day’s visits and activities.
As a representative of CIB, I am delighted to see Amherst again endorsing and participating in
the program. Next year, you should compete and let the rest of Canada get to know you. Along the
way, I hope Amherst will then influence other communities of CIB’s value in creating Community Pride
along with being good stewards of where they live and work.

Commendations to the Amherst CIB Committee
Chair‐ Chelsea Baird‐ Town Horticulturist
Sheila Christie‐ Deputy Mayor
Rebecca Taylor‐ Business Development Officer
Keith Thompson‐ former owner of Fundy Landscaping (now retired)
Karen Cormier‐ owner, Dayle’s Grand Market
Dale Davis‐ member of Amherst Area Heritage Trust & Cumberland County Museum
Gordon Goodwin‐ Cumberland County Museum (retired P Eng.)
Vivienne Hudson‐ citizen, also a member of Amherst Area Heritage Trust
Denise Allen‐ volunteer extraordinaire, also a member of Amherst Area Heritage Trust
Leslie Childs‐ tour guide extraordinaire; chair of Amherst Area Heritage Trust
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TIDINESS
Tidiness includes an overall tidiness effort by the municipality, businesses, institutions and the residents throughout the
community. Elements for evaluation are parks and green spaces, medians, boulevards, sidewalks, streets; municipal,
commercial, institutional and residential properties; ditches, road shoulders, vacant lots, signs and buildings; weed control,
litter clean‐up (including cigarette butts and gum), graffiti prevention/removal and vandalism deterrent programs.
Max

Actual

Municipal
Tidiness, order, cleanliness and first impressions

10

9

Community anti‐litter awareness programs

10

8

10

7

15

12

15

14

Tidiness, order and cleanliness and first impressions

15

13

Condition of buildings (exterior maintenance), grounds, sidewalks and parking lots

15

13

Condition of urban furniture: benches, litter and recycling containers

5

4

Tidiness, order and cleanliness

20

17

Condition of buildings, grounds and yards

15

12

10

9

10

8

150.00

126

Effective bylaws, programs and policies and enforcement; litter control, unsightly private
property maintenance by‐laws, graffiti prevention and eradication, graffiti removal kits to
residents
Cleanliness of public green infrastructure: parks, streetscapes (sidewalks, planters, urban
signage and furniture such as benches, litter and recycling containers etc.)
Visual appeal, and condition of municipal buildings and properties (including City Hall grounds),
Business & Institutions

Residential

Community Involvement
Public participation in community, neighbourhood or individual street tidiness, clean‐up
programs, activities and annual maintenance (including promotion, organization, innovations
involving youth and seniors, etc.)
Support – financial and/or in‐kind or participation by the municipality, businesses and
institutions for community clean‐up programs
Tidiness Total
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2018 Evaluation Form‐
TIDINESS
Observations:
Amherst is a very “tidy town” with an exceptionally appealing town centre and public areas.
The enhancements of the brick sidewalk crossings, bump outs; floral and lighting improvements
provide a cared for appearance.
You are working on getting the bylaws in place to guide citizens and businesses and ensure the
community gives a favourable first impression within the entire municipal footprint, building “pride of
place”.
It appears that there is some inaction in ensuring bylaws are effective through efficient and
successful enforcement mechanisms and personnel.
The areas mentioned in your CIB book are outstanding for a small community and truly show
the value of instituting the position of Town Horticulturalist. Although some of the programs were in
place, the planning to improve and enhance are clearly heading in positive and rewarding directions
Recommendations:
There is a new bylaw for untidy and vacant properties that needs an inspector to give it
influence. Investment in personnel for the assurance of bylaw monitoring and enforcement should be
considered a necessary investment in building community pride that in itself will provide
encouragement for good citizen and corporate behavior.
Continue to improve the tree planting program as outlined and building in diversity so that a
monoculture no longer exists.
The example set by Emerson Packaging challenging the industrial Park Businesses to litter pick
up could be extended to other property improvements and curb appeal with the incentive of increased
property value. This could work well with one of your A properties taking the lead and challenging
home owners, Provide some workshops on simple methods in improving curb appeal. Involve the real
estate, insurance and development companies to assist While the downtown and near downtown
roperties seem to understand the concepts, this is not necessarily the norm beyond the town centre.
Growing the youth involvement in tidiness is excellent – perhaps get one or two youth
representatives on your CIB committee and involve them in the other criteria elements.
With some discussion of The Border Enhancement Committee, on September 14th early morning,
I drove to the New Brunswick/Nova Scotia border and travelled back into Amherst. I pulled off at the
billboard area. I noted no waste receptacles (there was one paper cup sitting on the paved area) and
wondered at the effectiveness of the billboards and their messages. Amherst is a year round
destination as was proven during the one or two seasons, the Department of Tourism had the
forethought to keep the border facilities open.
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As this is an ongoing project, the billboards could be simplified with less rather than more and
straightforward messages on your USPs (unique selling points). As I approached the Border coming
from Amherst on what was once the main thoroughfare, there is an opportunity to add natural floral
and greenery enhancements along that roadway. Each property owner could be given an incentive to
specifically concentrate on their curb appeal with the goal of making the entrance into Amherst an
enticing journey. (or the town/county could decide to make the investment and naturalize the roadway
edges) All of your entranceways should be given the same emphasis. It can be as simple as a flower
basket at the end of each driveway.
Your own worksites, storage sheds could use a good clean‐up, organization of equipment and
curb enhancement to set an example for similar operations and all businesses.
Canadian National Railways needs intervention to improve their properties. An approach to the
Board of Directors instead of the local officials could be made.
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ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION
Environmental action pertains to the impact of human activities on the environment and the subsequent efforts and
achievements of the community with respect to: policies, by‐laws, programs and best practices for waste reduction and
landfill diversion, composting sites, landfill sites, hazardous waste collections, water conservation, energy conservation, and
environmental stewardship activities under the guiding principles of sustainable development pertaining to green spaces.
Max

Actual

Municipal
Sustainable development strategy: policies, programs, guidelines, long‐term planning/vision;
effective bylaws/policies and their enforcement; and public education programs and activities
Waste reduction to landfill and results (3‐R: reduce, reuse and recycle), municipal composting
programs, including activities such as composting sites, yard waste collections, mulching of wood
debris (Christmas trees, hedge trimmings, etc.), reclamation of cut trees, and handling of hazardous
waste including e‐waste collection and reuse of compost material
Water conservation and use‐reduction programs such as promotions, efficient irrigation, use of non‐
potable water, water restriction policies
Energy conservation programs such as alternate forms of energy (ex. geothermal, biomass, wind,
solar) and initiatives such as: efficient appliances initiatives, shielding for night skies issues, efficient
street lighting
Environmental initiatives, innovations and actions such as:
‐ Development and expansion of sustainable mobility and active transportation network such as
bike lanes and multi‐used pathways;
‐ Horticultural practices such as green roofs, green walls, green lanes, living fences, buffer zones; re‐
use of sites; engineered wetlands, bio‐swales, permeable surfaces and rain water management
‐ Brownfield redevelopment, remediation, land reclamation
‐ Air quality programs such as anti‐idling, reduction of greenhouse gas emission (carbon reduction).
Business & Institutions

20

12

20

16

15

10

15

10

10

7

Participation in the environmental effort: such as waste management (reduce, reuse and recycle),
water conservation, energy conservation, brownfield management

10

7

Corporate environmental innovation/stewardship, initiatives, activities (ex. environmental clean‐up
activities)

10

8

Participation in the 3‐R (reduce, reuse and recycle) initiatives and composting

10

8

Adoption of water conservation practices such as rainwater collection and rain gardens

15

5

Public participation in public forums and policy development on environmental issues

5

3

Public participation in community, neighbourhood or individual street environmental activities and
programs (including promotion, organization and evidence of taking ownership, etc.)

10

8

Support – financial and/or in‐kind or participation by the municipality, businesses and institutions in
public environmental activities and programs

10

8

150.00

102

Residential

Community Involvement

Environmental Action Total
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ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION
Observations:
Amherst appears to be making a strong commitment toward environmental action that is to be
commended.
The involvement of schools and citizens in Earth day events is impressive. Keep up the good work
there and be sure to thank those involved publically to encourage even greater participation.
While the tour did not include a viewing of your strong areas of environmental stewardship,
there were obvious signs of commitment to the principles. Research on the town’s website provided
good information on waste water management, waste management and those areas contained in the
evaluation form.
The designated dog areas and waste receptacles in parks (a recommendation in the 2010
evaluation); tree, grass and soil aeration, the improvements you are making and are planned in DIckie
Park and others is commendable
In garbage pickup, adding frequency for large items, additional streams and improved policies is
excellent.
Your Share the Road policy and signage is excellent, and an admirable solution to accommodate
your road width, making road use a shared responsibility with onus on both rider and driver.
The items listed in your CIB book are all excellent endeavours.
The improvements and environmental considerations in the Amherst Stadium were noted and
accolades to the thoughtfulness in design and community use. There is obvious pride of place in the
staff.
Recommendations
Environmental action is a high priority for CIB. For future CIB Evaluation itineraries, it is
suggested there is a greater emphasis on the town’s environmental activity, practices and policy as
outlined on the evaluation form.
Four stream garbage collection was mentioned as a new innovation. The Amherst website
https://www.amherst.ca/solid‐waste.html mentions a three stream system and discusses a two stream
for recyclables which may be confusing. Otherwise, the website has a lot of detail, is clear, and easy to
understand which will be most helpful for residents.
Halifax has an added value on www.halifax.ca in a “what goes where” app ‐ perhaps it could
be copied to help residents make decisions for improved recycling’ https://www.halifax.ca/home‐
property/garbage‐recycling‐green‐cart/recycling. It perhaps could become part of the cell phone app
which is an excellent addition to your system and on your website for easy downloading
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HERITAGE CONSERVATION
Heritage conservation includes efforts to preserve natural and cultural heritage within the community. Preservation of
natural heritage pertains to policies, plans and actions concerning all elements of biodiversity including flora and fauna
ecosystems and associated geological structures and formations. Cultural conservation refers to the heritage that helps
define the community including the legacy of tangible (built/hard assets) elements such as heritage buildings, monuments,
memorials, cemeteries, artifacts, museums and intangible elements such as traditions, customs, festivals and celebrations.
The participation of groups such as historical societies and conservation groups is considered.
Max

Actual

Municipal
Natural heritage policies, by‐laws and their enforcement and effective programs
Natural heritage management plans and preservation initiatives: including eco systems, eco
parks, protection of sensitive habitats, species at risk, support for at risk pollinators,
grasslands, naturalization, wetlands, urban agriculture/farming, and wildlife
Management and promotion of natural heritage (through communications, information and
support programs, economic development/tourism) including activities and programs (year‐
round) for education and use of natural heritage sites for and by the public
Cultural heritage polices, by‐laws and plans and preservation initiatives for heritage buildings,
cemeteries, artefacts, museums, monuments, heritage trees and gardens, including their
integration with streetscapes and landscape
Cultural heritage initiatives throughout the year including festivals and celebrations along with
preservation of traditions and customs

10

6

15

10

15

10

15

10

10

9

15

10

10

8

10

9

Business & Institutions
Conservation, restoration and integration of natural heritage, including eco parks,
conservation areas, heritage gardens, trees and landscapes.
Conservation, restoration and reuse of heritage buildings and artefacts including their
integration with the built/hard, streetscapes and green landscapes
Residential
Conservation/restoration and reuse of heritage buildings, artefacts on residential lands
Community Involvement
Public participation in community, neighbourhood or individual natural heritage programs
including developing policies and plans, site improvements and management, conservation
and education initiatives
Support – financial and/or in‐kind or participation by the municipality, businesses and
institutions (including environmental groups) in community‐initiated natural heritage
activities and programs
Public participation in community, neighbourhood or individual cultural heritage programs
including year‐round heritage community events/activities, festivals and celebrations along
with preservation of traditions and customs
Support – financial and/or in‐kind or participation by the municipality, businesses and
institutions (including historical societies) in community initiated cultural heritage activities
and programs.
Heritage Conservation Total
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15

10

15

13

10

8

10

8

150.00

119.00

2018 Evaluation Form‐

HERITAGE CONSERVATION
Observations:
Heritage is an obvious Amherst USP
The Heritage Committee is very active developing recognition of the strong cultural and built
heritage complement of Amherst – its age, former industrialization, links with the military and greatest
of all: the home of four of Canada’s Fathers of Confederation.
The tours of old Amherst highlight its cultural and built heritage. The evening walking tour and
horse‐drawn carriage tour are an excellent means to showcase Amherst both old and new. I
thoroughly enjoyed the experience of both.
The new mural to be unveiled for Remembrance Day which I had the privilege of previewing is
very impressive and will be wonderfully inspiring in the new location and prominence on the side of
the Town Hall Building.
Amherst is fortunate to have the Wells Foundation to assist in cemetery preservation and its
valuable database. Genealogy Tourism or Roots Tourism is a growing sector that Amherst could
advantage in developing its tourism visitation and resulting economic benefits. Cemetery tours are
popular.
The innovative restoration/re‐use of the former Mongolian’s To Dayle’s Grand Market is an
excellent example of repositioning and maximizing a historic building into a modern use/emporium to
capture a new market with a variety of outlets and products. Very impressive!
In 2010 The CIB evaluating judges recommended keeping the granite curbs, which are now
incorporated into Victoria Square complete with names of the Fathers of Confederation,
Natural Heritage is also important to CIB.
Recommendations:
Amherst’s built heritage has great potential …However, your natural heritage is important
also and its guardianship is a component of CIB. The Amherst Point Migratory Bird Sanctuary, one of
the most prolific in Nova Scotia is only 5 km from Amherst, and while it may not be within the town’s
area of responsibility, it is certainly within your area of influence. Public access is not restricted and
good trails make it desirable for exercise and bird watching. Birding is one of the top recreational
activities worldwide and like travellers who visit museums, this demographic is one of the most
educated and affluent in the touring mix. They are attracted to towns like Amherst and prefer
boutique inns and B&B accommodation rather than main stream hotels
https://www.responsibletravel.org/docs/Market%20Analysis%20of%20Bird‐Based%20Tourism.pdf
The Fathers of Confederation could be your centrepiece with Grove Cottage Museum as the
anchor. The fact that Amherst boasts Four Fathers of Confederation has the makings of a great
celebration for Nova Scotia as well as Amherst. Presently the Charles Tupper (Father of Confederation
and former Prime Minister) house at 186 Victoria Street E that is for sale could be purchased as should
all the homes. At the very least, they should be appropriately marked. Perhaps establish private/public
partnerships. (The teahouse on my tour, for instance, might find extra serving space in an affordable
partnership) The “Fathers” profiles or full photos would make a better billboard when you can back
them up in product.
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Celebration of your preponderance of sandstone buildings is another plus factor.
Page 3 Heritage Conservation
Partners such as Parks Canada and Canadian Heritage could be approached to bring Grove
Cottage out of its doldrums into the highlight of a visit to Amherst. Grove Cottage, designated one
of Canada’s Historic Places https://www.historicplaces.ca/en/rep‐reg/place‐lieu.aspx?id=8298 ; has
huge potential as a living, active museum. Some of the trees have historic significance (age) and the
grounds should be brought back to their Victorian elegance with carpet and raised beds.
The Armouries, (cleverly named ‐ World Wars Museum) should be included in a restoration proposal to
enhance the connection with Grove Cottage the military history of Amherst and the two World Wars.
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian‐heritage/services/funding.html
Two Canadian Heritage Programs to examine would be:
 Commemorate Canada provides financial support to initiatives that commemorate Canada’s significant people,


places, achievements and life events. https://www.canada.ca/en/canadianheritage/services/funding/commemorate-canada.html
Building Communities Through Arts and Heritage supports community celebrations, such as festivals, events and
projects. https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/services/funding/building-communities.html

The 2010 CIB report also mentioned implementation of the Arts, Culture and Heritage Strategy
completed in January 2010. Perhaps it could assist in the application process to Canadian Heritage if
you decide to go that route.
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URBAN FORESTRY
Urban forestry includes the efforts of the municipality, businesses, institutions and residents with regards to written
policies, by‐laws, standards for tree management (selection, planting, and maintenance), long and short‐term
management plans, tree replacement policies, pollinator friendly tree selection, tree inventory, and Integrated Pest
Management (IPM), heritage, memorial and commemorative trees.
Max

Actual

Municipal
Overall impact, benefit and first impression of the urban forest

10

9

Policies, regulations and tree by‐laws, tree protection and planting on public and private lands

15

12

20

15

10

8

10

5

15

8

Maintenance best practices with proven results

10

6

Qualified personnel (including seasonal staff) and/or in place training programs

5

5

Contribution to expanding overall tree inventory, with consideration of design and diversity
including native and hardy species of trees, on properties owned by business and institutions.

15

10

Maintenance programs, best practices with proven results: watering, pruning, IPM

10

8

Contribution to expanding overall tree inventory, with consideration of design and diversity
including native and hardy species of trees on residential properties

15

12

Maintenance best practices with proven results

10

8

20

18

10

8

Urban forestry plan and design, including integration with overall green infrastructure
landscape plan, and measures to preserve, protect, manage and expand overall tree inventory,
including woodlots.
Plan of action: procurement, species diversity (including native trees), selection of hardy and
pollinator habitat tree species, recommended tree list and tree planting standards.
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) / Plant HealthCare (PHC): plan of action for invasive pest
detection and control, information on current infestations and diseases
Public information programs:
good planting techniques, best practices and maintenance programs

Business & Institutions

Residential

Community Involvement
Public participation in tree planting and conservation programs such as Green Streets Canada,
Arbor Day, Maple Leaf Day, and other tree planting and maintenance programs and activities
on public lands (including promotion, organization etc.)
Support – financial and/or in‐kind or participation or promotion by the municipality, businesses
and institutions for community tree planting and conservation programs on public lands
Urban Forestry Total
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URBAN FORESTRY
Observations:
From an urban forest perspective, Amherst has an excellent tree canopy and is a delight to
drive into, providing a positive, enjoyable first impression approaching from Highways 104, 2/204 and
6 excepting LaPlanche Street.
In hiring Chelsea Baird, Horticulturalist, the town of Amherst has taken a great stride in
protecting, nurturing, promoting and celebrating its natural heritage and habitat.
Connection and collaboration with CFIA, EAB, with strategies to control Dutch Elm Disease; TD
Environment, Tree Canada is very tactical and the plans you are executing are admirable in long term
planning.
Your existing work for TD Tree Day and Earth Day is excellent as are your plans for 2019 ‐ a Tree
Protection Policy and plans to assist homeowners with reasonably priced stock. Impressive and very
community –minded.
The seed and sapling give‐aways are excellent

Recommendations:
Continue your tree inventory for streets, open spaces and parks – an extremely valuable
resource to keep current for planning, budgeting. In this you will have a good scope of native and
imported species and can maintain planning to diversify the inventory and build a plan for replacement
of endangered stock such as Elms and Ash.
In particular, a plan for Ash Trees replacement will be imperative if EAB becomes as devastating
as news releases report and predict. The Northern Red Oak and Princeton Pine are suggested on some
websites, with the Oak being less affected by salt for streetscapes. The Plan should aim for a well
diversified Urban Forest.
The Industrial Park could have additional tree planting particularly streetscaping. There is a
mention of tree requirements in the Industrial Zone in your Land Use Bylaw 8.2.3.
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LANDSCAPE
Landscape includes planning, design, construction and maintenance of parks and green spaces suitable for the intended
use and location on a year‐round basis. Elements for evaluation include: native and introduced materials; balance of plants,
materials and constructed elements; appropriate integration of hard surfaces and art elements, use of turf and
groundcovers. Landscape design should harmonize the interests of all sectors of the community. Standards of execution
and maintenance should demonstrate best practices, including quality of naturalization, use of groundcovers and
wildflowers along with turf management.
Max

Actual

Municipal
First impressions of the community including gateway/entrance treatments

10

8

10

8

10

8

10

8

10

5

Landscape maintenance policies, standards, best practices and programs

10

7

Landscape maintained to appropriate standards, specifications and best practices.

5

4

Qualified personnel (including seasonal staff) and/or in place training programs

10

9

Demonstrated year‐round opportunities and programs for education and use of parks and green
spaces (urban agriculture, community gardens, parks and recreation programs)

10

8

10

8

15

12

10

5

Streetscape appeal of landscapes (year‐round, seasonal, themed)

15

12

Maintenance of properties: lawn care, trees and shrub maintenance (with proven results)

15

12

Selection of plant material (native, local, innovative, edible and pollinator friendly plants)

10

8

20

12

20

15

200.00

149.00

Sustainable designs (seasonally adjusted year round): energy efficient, use of green materials,
naturalization, xeriscaping, suitable plant varieties (including pollinator friendly) , traffic calming,
bank stabilisation
Urban and civic design standards for streetscape and public places: flags, banners, public art,
fountains, site furnishings, signage, seasonal design and décor, walkways and paving materials
Landscape Plan: integrated and implemented throughout the municipality
Turf management programs, Integrated Pest Management (IPM), Plant Health Care (PHC),
alternative solutions to diseases and infestations when appropriate, increased naturalization and
adapted maintenance programs

Business & Institutions
Sustainable designs (seasonally adjusted year round): energy efficient, use of green materials,
naturalization, xeriscaping, alternate groundcovers, urban agriculture
Contribution to urban and civic design and public green spaces above requirements: such as public
art, streetscape, site furniture, fountains & innovation in concept & design
Adequate ongoing life cycle management (ongoing maintenance, ground & asset management,
rehabilitation & replacement ) of all landscape elements
Residential

Community Involvement
Public participation in community programs such as: urban agriculture, community gardens, "yard
of the week", volunteer park maintenance, holiday illumination & decoration (promotion,
organization, etc.)
Recognition (by municipality and/or by volunteer groups) of volunteer efforts in all aspects of the
Communities in Bloom Program including activities in all evaluated criteria
Landscape Total
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LANDSCAPE
Observations:
First impressions of the community present a cared‐for environment particularly in the centre
core.
Visiting Amherst’s website, I noted that there is a Municipal Planning Strategy, Land Use, and
Subdivision Bylaws.
An impressive list is included in the CIB book provided. You can certainly take a great deal of
pride in Victoria Square, the brick Crosswalks, the street bump outs, the camera‐driven stoplights,
lighting, seating, memorials and lighting. As a four‐season gatherings place, it has great potential and
perhaps should be submitted for a planning award.
Rotary Park with its “Pay Forward” Food Box is an innovative and I’m sure most welcome
addition with the anonymity built into its operation, The partnership wit Ben’s Bread and
approximation to Maggie’s Place. All of your parks appear to be in good form and in discussion it was
apparent strong planning and improvements are in process.
Congratulations on the introduction of your edible landscaping pilot project and edible plants
throughout your parks
The plan for landscaping in all parks is excellent and will see hardy grassland within a few years
There is an operation plan for Spring and Fall aeration.
The Community Garden on Town land is very popular addition
Recommendations:
If a Landscape Plan is included in Amherst’s Municipal Planning Strategy, outlining it on the
website and including in Community publications could encourage more resident and business
participation in your short and long term planning and ensure community understanding and
involvement.
Improvement of property curb appeal in highway gateways could be set out as an enticement and
challenge. Perhaps there is a counsellor or resident within the more rural areas approaches to Amherst
that could champion improvements for those entranceways.
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FLORAL DISPLAYS
Floral displays evaluates efforts of the municipality, businesses, institutions and residents to design, plan, execute, and
maintain floral displays of high quality standards. Evaluation includes the design and arrangements of flowers and plants
(annuals, perennials, bulbs, ornamental grasses, edible plants, water efficient and pollinator friendly plants) in the context
of originality, distribution, location, diversity and balance, colour, and harmony This pertains to flowerbeds, carpet
bedding, containers, baskets and window boxes.
Max
Municipal
Integration into overall landscape plan and distribution through community. Concept and
design including sustainable design
Diversity of displays: flowerbeds, raised beds, planters, hanging baskets, window boxes, carpet
bedding, mosaics
Diversity of plants: annuals, perennials, bulbs, grasses, woody plants, natural flora, pollinator
friendly plants
Quality, maintenance to appropriate specifications and standards, best practices: watering,
weeding, edging, dead heading, etc.

Actual

15

13

20

18

10

8

20

18

10

9

Concept and design (including arrangement, diversity, colour of display and plants) on grounds

15

13

Contribution to, and integration with, overall community floral program

10

8

Quality of planting and maintenance: watering, weeding, edging, dead heading, etc.

10

7

Concept and design (including arrangement, diversity, colour of display and plants) on
residential properties
Pollinator gardens and/or inclusion of pollinator plants in gardens

20

7

Quality of planting and maintenance with proven results.

15

12

15

11

15

10

175.00

134.00

Qualified personnel (including seasonal staff) and/or in place training programs
Business & Institutions

Residential

Community Involvement
Public participation in community projects, volunteer initiatives, outreach programs in floral
displays (including promotion, organization, etc.)
Support – financial and/or in‐kind or participation by the municipality, businesses and
institutions for community floral displays activities
Floral Displays Total
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2018 Evaluation Form‐
FLORAL DISPLAYS
Observations:
Considerable effort is made in enhancing the central core area with attractive floral displays
including grasses and interesting colour and species combinations in the flower baskets, planters and
flower beds.
Victoria Square and the planters around City Hall are especially attractive.
The “A” homes concept with beautification and tidiness as criteria is working.
Businesses on Victoria Street have complemented the development of Victoria Square in their
street frontages with both floral and window displays

Recommendations
Expansion of the “A” properties concept could be adopted by an organization such as the
Amherst and Area Chamber of Commerce who could develop a contest and awards program for
business and residence beautification and tidiness/ This could be under the Communities in Bloom
umbrella and encourage both single and multiple residences as well as businesses to be involved.
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2018 Evaluation Form‐

THANK YOU FOR YOUR INVOLVEMENT
“Within the context of climate change and environmental
concerns, communities involved in the Communities in Bloom
program can be proud of their efforts, which provide real and
meaningful environmental solutions and benefit all of society.”

COMMUNITIES IN BLOOM IS MADE POSSIBLE BY
The commitment of local, provincial and national volunteers
The support of elected officials and of staff in municipalities
The dedication of our judges, staff and organizations
The contributions of our sponsors and partners
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